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After checking with multiple 
commercial vendors, | discov- 
ered that the MA5B was and is 
available new for about $750 
(and perhaps less if you can 


=) find a used model). However, 


For about the past 25 years, | 
have used wire antennas— 
mostly dipoles and occasionally 
an end-fed—on HF with gener- 
ally satisfactory results. Howev- 
er, after using yagi antennas at 
different stations and discover- 
ing the benefits that arise from 
that design of antenna, | decid- 
ed that it was time to investi- 
gate, acquire, and install one at 
my home station. 


Next, | had to decided what 
make and model of yagi anten- 
na to select. Since | live ina 
neighborhood that does not 
have antenna restrictions, this 
opened up for several possibili- 
ties. However, my tower is just 
shy of 30 feet in height, so a 
larger antenna design would not 
be practical. Also, | wanted to 


maintain a compact footprint for 3am 


any antenna. (I do not want to 
annoy my neighbors any more 
than is necessary.) 


While other more obscure mod- 
els may have been available on 
the market, the two candidates 
that emerged were the Cush- 
craft MA5B and the Hygain 
TH2. Each antenna had ad- 
vantages and disadvantages; 
while the MAS5B inclusively cov- 
ered 10-20 meters, the TH2 was 
slightly cheaper and was possi- 
bly easier to assemble. Each 
antenna has about the same 
size of boom (7 feet). One chal- 
lenge that | was not aware of at 
the time was the availability of 
products. As you likely know, 
MFJ—the owner of the Cush- 
craft and Hygain product lines— 
announced its closure in May. 


the Hygain TH2 seemed to have 
disappeared from vendor inven- 
tories. 


A turning point occurred during 
the weekend of this year’s 
Hamvention. A listing appeared 
on swap.qth.com that included a 
range of “new, old stock” anten- 
nas from the estate of a silent 
key in southern Ohio. The es- 
tate included a new-in-the-box 
TH2 for a reasonable price. At 
first, it sounded as if the anten- 
nas would be available for pur- 
chase at Hamvention. As it 
turned out, | discovered that this 
was not the case, so | had to cut 
my time in the Hamvention flea 
market short in order to drive 
another hour south towards the 
Ohio River to purchase and ac- 
quire the TH2. The first part of 
the mission was accomplished. 


Several weeks later in June, 
Ken N8KR and | planned to as- 
semble the major antenna parts 
in his cooled garage as a first 
step towards installation. Since 
the antenna was still in its origi- 
nal packaging from the manu- 
facturer, it seemed as if this 
would be a relatively simple pro- 
cess if the directions were fol- 
lowed. Upon inspection, it was 
discovered that the two 15m 


traps were missing (the TH2 is 
supposed to have a total of 6 
traps). At that point, | had pur- 
chased an unusable box of 
parts. 


Bear in mind that MFJ had just 
announced its closure a month 
earlier, so there were two op- 
tions: either look for used parts 
on the market or contact MFJ in 
hopes that parts were available. 
After not having any luck after 
an online search, | contacted 
MFJ. After a series of tele- 
phone call transfers and sheer 
luck, | discovered that the two 
traps could be purchased for 
$100. (Il was hoping that some 
warranty might apply since the 
antenna had not been used, but 
| did not purchase it in the last 
year.) Also, | was surprised to 
learn that MFJ did not stock 
traps as parts and that the traps 
would have to be manufactured. 
Although no specific timetable 
for delivery was provided, the 
two 15m traps arrived in about a 
week. 
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Assembly of the antenna was quickly accom- 
plished once the traps arrived. Ken and | assem- 
bled the antenna parts in my backyard. Although 
everything was precisely assembled to manufac- 
turer’s specifications, the measured SWR read- 
ings on each band were as high as 3:1. We fig- 
ured that some of this might be caused by the 
antenna being too close to the ground, so we de- 
cided to install the antenna on top of the tower. 


On a following day, Ken, Al, and | removed the 
antenna. Ken suggested several unorthodox ad- 
justments to the antenna, which ended up being 
successful with low SWR readings across the se- 
lected parts of each band as measured on the 
ground. Then followed the fun process of raising 
and reattaching the antenna to the tower. 


The good news was that the same low SWR was 
also measured once the antenna was back in the 
air. It continues to operate favorably, although | 
need to replace and return the Ham 4 rotor that 
Al kindly lent to me—that will be another project 
for another day. 


Special thanks to Ken N8KR and Al K9FW for 
their assistance with this tricky antenna project. 


| will have to see what kind of DX that | am able 
to work with this new antenna. | will Keep you 
updated in a future edition of the Allen County 
HamNews! 


Have a great month of August, enjoy the weath- 
er, and | hope to see you at the Tailgate Hamfest 
on the evening of Friday, August 9th. 


73, 


J 


Josh WOT 


P.S. The character in the photo on the cover was 
wearing a safety belt and was double-tethered to 
the tower. 


HamNews Editor 
Josh Long, W9HT 
drjoshlong (at) gmail.com 
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More details are available on our website 
at: https://www.elkharteasthamfest.com. 


The Northern Indiana Event Center is 
a state-of-the-art convention facility 
located at the MH/RV Hall of Fame in 
Elkhart, Indiana. (Toll Road at Exit 96) 


Questions? info@elkharteasthamfest.com 


Indoor 20,000 sq ft of Amateur Radio, Hobby Electronics, and More Convention 
125 tables of retail and consumer vendors, HAM Radio license exams all classes 
$8.00 admission comes with discounted admission to the RV Hall of Fame 
$15.00 per table 120v/220v available at no charge 
One free admission per vendor / children under 12 free 
Talk-in: K2DEW Mishawaka Repeater (147.330+ 131.8 pl) 


Additional Reserve Info. 
Info@elkharteasthamfest.com 
Northern Indiana Event Center 
21565 Executive Parkway 
Elkhart, IN 46514 
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JUEY 2024 
VE SESSION 


As previously announced in the HamNews, Sean KE9AWZ both passed their General 
a VE session was held at Indiana Tech on class exams. 


Saturday, July 27th. With the exception of Assisting VEs included Jerry KQJFG, Jim 


the Fort Wayne Hamfests, this was the first K9BAT, Vicky AEQYL, and Josh W9HT. 
in-person VE session held in Fort Wayne in 


about five years. Congratulations to each of the examinees 
and thank you to the volunteer examiners 
that came out on a Saturday morning to 
make this event a success! 


Three individuals passed their exams. Sara 
passed her Technician exam and is waiting 
for her callsign, while Willi KD9ZFP and 
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Photo: Little Red Barn Net members and friends at 
the 2024 Auburn Hamfest. Be sure to attend this fun 
hamfest next year! 


LRBN July Update 


We had another great month on the Little 
Red Barn Net (LRBN) which meets 

on Monday thru Friday at 9:00am on 
3.820 MHz LSB. We have about 14 to 
20 check-ins per day, with self-generated 
topics each day by the check-ins. 


Also, we have a lunch every two weeks 
alternating from north Fort Wayne 

to south Fort Wayne. We usually have 
10 to 15 participants at each lunch. 


We had one lunch this month on 7/18 at 
Nine Mile (there was no lunch on the 4th 
of July). Always a great time to eat and 
socialize with friends. 


The next upcoming lunch dates would be 
8/1, 8/15, and 8/29 at 11:30am on each 
date. 


If you want to be on the LRBN email list, 
let me know at gmrepair1@aol.com, or 
message me at 260-437-4676 with your 
email and call sign or name. 


Net control operators are also follows: 
Monday KU8T Tom, Tuesday K9FW Al, 
Wednesday KD9HAV Norm, Thursday 
KE9IWX Jim, and Friday WB9TYJ Don. 
Friday includes Amateur Radio Newsline 
after the net 


We have a web page at hitps:// 
qmrepair1.wixsite.com/mobile works with 
mobile and desktop browsers. The page 
includes lunch information (times & 
dates), pictures of previous lunches, and 
other information. 


Also we have at Iron@groups.io | Home, 


but you will need to sign up. This is 
where we vote for the next lunch. Let me 
know if you need help . 


Also, our net controls use Netlogger. 
You may download the program at the 
Download Center (netlogger.org). Also, 
for smartphones, there is Net Scraper. 
On, the Android go to Play Store, and on 
iPhone, go to App Store and download 
this app. 


73, UBT Tom 
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NEXT YEAR 
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Friday, August 9, PFW Campus, 
2nd floor of Parking Garage 3 


¢ Out of the weather, and no pesky bees! 

e Starts 7:00pm, setup begins at 6:30pm. 

¢ Free admission. Everyone is invited to come. 

¢ Donations will be accepted to support the 
2025 FIV science Fair. 

¢ Join in on the fun! 


Lots of deals, fun, and no bees! 
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H amsp latter 


Fort Wayne Radio Club 


Welcome to the end of sum- 
mer! 


There is only a couple of 
months of good weather re- 
maining before we enter the 
colder seasons. This was an 
eventful summer. Last month, 
the FWRC held our first testing 
session in 5 years. We had 
both new licensees and up- 
grades. At the last board 
meeting, we discussed having 
testing sessions be a regular 
event the club does. Keep an 
eye on the newsletter for this. 


To wrap up Summer, we are 
having the tailgate hamfest at 
PFW in parking garage 3 by 
the med school and music 
building. This is a great oppor- 


tunity to find new-to-you equip- 


ment or to sell some of your 
equipment that has been gath- 
ering dust. That thing in your 
junk drawer that you have 
been keeping since 1987 that 
you will use one day. You 
won't use it. You can sell it, 


Sable Dunes at the Pictured 
Rocks National Lakeshore in 
the UP of Michigan to assist 
my master's advisor with re- 
search. It is a tough two weeks 
of work, but it is always enjoy- 
able. It also gives me an op- 
portunity to enjoy radio. We 
stay at a state park, which is 
listed on Parks on the Arr. It is 
great not having to hear all of 
the interference that comes 
with a city. It is true S1 noise 
levels. Cell signals are limited, 
so we must rely on radio. Even 
the smallest outpost as a re- 
peater. The repeaters are also 
active. There is probably 
someone checking in each 
hour, and the community in 
the area responds. It was 
great to hear an active com- 
munity in an area where the 
population of most towns are 
smaller than most of our high 
schools. 


That is it for this month. If you 
have any questions or con- 
cerns, please email me 

at kd9nrt@gmail.com. You 
feedback is crucial in guiding 
the club. Thank you and have 
a great month. 


73, 


and it will end up in someone Adam, LDOWKT 


else's junk drawer for another 
30 years. 


| apologize that | was not at 
the meeting last month. Every 
summer, | head to the Grand 


O. Box15127, Fort Wayne, IN 


President 
Adam Warrix, KDONRT 
kd9nrt(at)gmail.com 


Vice President 
Meghan Warrix, KD9ODP 
warrixmr(at)gmail.com 


Secretary 
Al Burke, WB9SSE 
(260) 637-1989 
aburke55(at)comcast.net 


Treasurer 
Bob Streeter, W8ST 
rdstre(at)yahoo.com 


Communications 
Manager 
Charles Ward, KCOMUT 
(260) 749-4824 
kc9mut(at)yahoo.com 


Directors 
Steve Nardin, W9SAN 
(260) 482-4039 
w9san(at)arrl.net 


Terry Bowman, K9FMX 
(260) 705-7128 
tjbowman(at)frontier.com 


Jim Stephens, KOBAT 
kd9nyz(at)gmail.com 


Larry Temenoff, KB9OS 
(260) 490-3089 
temenoff(at)pfw.edu 
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State of the Arts 


Allen County Amateur Radio Technical Society 


From the 
ACARTS 
President 


| wish to thanks Mark Reese 
N9OMR, Ed Scott K9EJS and the 
members of the Mizpah Shrine 
Radio Unit W9FEZ for the meet- 
ing presentation last month. It 
was interesting to learn more 
about the organization as a whole 
and the Radio Unit itself. Here is 
an excerpt from the presentation 
and from their webpage. For more 
information. log onto htips:// 
www.grz.com/db/W9FEZ 


About The Shrine and Shriners 


The Fort Wayne Shrine Center 
covers the counties of northeast 
Indiana. More than 1450 Free- 
masons are members of the 
Mizpah Shrine, which gets its 
membership from 61 lodges in 
northeast Indiana. Shriners Inter- 
national is an appended body to 
Freemasonry. To be a Shriner 
you need to be a Mason. To be- 
come a member of the fraternity, 
reach out to your state/country 
Grand Lodge. Their websites nor- 
mally have application proce- 
dures. Ours of course is the 
Grand Lodge of Indiana in Indian- 
apolis. In Indiana there are over 
45,000 Masons. Our only philan- 
thropy as Shriners is supporting 
our children's hospital and clinic 
systems in twenty locations in the 
United States, Mexico and Cana- 
da. 


About The Mizpah Shrine Radio 
Unit 


The Radio Unit is a service unit in 
the Shrine. Our 22 Mason mem- 
bers, known as Nobles as 
Shriners, have available a modest 
setup consisting of a Kenwood TS 
-590S using a Cushcraft A4S 4 
element beam antenna at about 
40 feet. As of 10/28/2023 

the Butternut HF9V on the build- 
ing's roof is back up and working 
well, because of the massive flat 
metal roof as a ground 

plane! This gives us 80m, 40m 
30m, 17m and 12m coverage, 
and backup to the beam. The 
vertical has 6 meters, and we can 
load the beam up for that band 
(works surprisingly well). We also 
have VHF/UHF for analog FM use 
with antennas on either the roof 
or above the beam. The beam is 
turned using a Ham IV rotator 
controlled by a Green Huron PC 
connected control box. Photos 
are shown below: 


Operations From the Shrine 


Since the beginning of 2023, we 
have been able to operate the 
setup remotely using RealVNC, 
allowing the beam to be 

turned. At this time we only oper- 
ate in WSJT-X enabled modes on 
6 meters through 80 meters, 
mainly FT8. 


ARRL Field Day Operations 


We participate each year in the 
ARRL Field Day from a location in 
Huntington County about 25 miles 
southwest of Fort Wayne, where it 
is very quiet, radio noise 

wise. We are using generators 
and solar power with wires sup- 
ported by trees, a beam we setup, 


P.O. Box 10342, Fort Wayne, IN 


President 
Dan Dahms NOWNH 
260-503-4163 
n9wnh(at)yahoo.com 


Vice President 
Chris McCullough W9TSB 
260-312-2750 
w9tsb(at)outlook.com 


Secretary 
Stuart Hall KDOLFW 
(260) 418-1755 
stuarthall(at)aol.com 


Treasurer 
Kevin Hecksher W9KMH 
260-755-8784 
kevin(at)r-kdigital.com 


Station Manager 
Jim Sampiere KDONPL 
260-999-8132 
Kd9npl(at)gmail.com 


Fundraising Manager 
Fred Gengnagel KC9EZP 
260-704-7801 
kc9ezp(at)gmail.com 


Directors at Large 
Steve Shannon K9SKS 
260-704-5353 
k9sks(at)aol.com 


James Bassett W9YME 
260-438-6664 
Trrrrbo(at)aol.com 


Howard Pletcher N9ADS 
260-747-5252 
hrpletch@gmail.com 


WS9INX Trustee 
Dan Dahms NOWNH 
260-503-4163 
n9wnh(at)yahoo.com 
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and a multi-band vertical. We are 
normally 2A. Our setup is done 
from about 10AM to 1PM. Pretty 
challenging for an average age of 
55 years group (one younger no- 
ble pulling that number down, hi 
hi!). 


FM Repeaters Operated by 
Mizpah RU 


The Mizpah RU provides Allen 
County, and at least some of the 
surrounding counties, with 2 me- 
ter, 1-1/4th meter, and 70 cm re- 
peaters using FM analog. The 
repeaters are located at the Free- 
mason Hall in downtown Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. They are on 
145.33 MHz, 224.780 MHz and 
444.800 MHZ, all using standard 
offsets for their bands. The 2- 
meter repeater has been on 
141.3 Hz PL because of interfer- 
ence holding the squelch open, 
otherwise the other repeaters are 
noise squelch. The antenna is a 
tri-band antenna at 140 feet 
above ground level, and is only 
50 feet from the equipment which 
resides in the elevator room atop 
the hall. The repeaters provide 
handheld radio access reliably to 
a few miles, mobile access in the 
15 to 20 mile range, and to bas- 
estations out to 30 miles. The re- 
peater duplexers are connected 
to a tri-plexer and then to 

the Comet Tri-Band Antenna. We 
would like to eventually provide 
all three on dedicated antennas, 
but at least the UHF repeater on 
a single antenna. A local user, 
Scott, KOSLN, occasionally pro- 
vides on the UHF repeater an 
IRLP node. If not that, he will 
provide a link to his 29.6 MHz FM 
basestation. The repeaters are 
capable of being cross linked to 
each other. We like to let Scott 
play with the repeaters, while al- 
so providing maintenance with 
Tom, KU8T, and John, 

W9IAVW. WYIAVW also has a 
UHF repeater residing at our site 
on 444.250 MHz, standard offset, 
that provides super cover- 


age. This repeater had been on 
a TV tower that was disman- 
tled. We find no interference with 
two UHF repeaters at the same 
site. 


More from ACARTS 


Seems like this summer is flying 
by hard to believe we are ap- 
proaching August. Maybe it’s only 
me that is wondering where the 
time went. Contrary to the belief 
now Is the time to get those an- 
tenna and tower projects done 
not in the middle of winter! 


| wanted to mention it seems to 
me we have a lot of key-ups 
(unidentifiable transmissions) on 
most of the repeaters in the area. 
If you testing a radio or an anten- 
na etc please identify with your 
callsign “(Insert your Callsign) 
testing” etc. If you are checking to 
see if a repeater is working you 
can utilize (Insert your callsign) 
monitoring” it only takes a few 
seconds longer to properly and 
legally identify. It is required by 
FCC rules no matter if it’s on HF 
or on a repeater or simplex. 
Above all | can guarantee you it 
is every system’s trustee or own- 
ers policy to do so. 


Another point | wanted to make 
that it is an operating preference 
to disable what | call end of trans- 
mission, “tail tones” or courtesy 
tones usually only available on 
the foreign HT’s especially using 
them on repeaters as most re- 
peaters already have a courtesy 
tone already enabled. These tail 
tones on these portables really 
serve no purpose when utilizing a 
repeater as mentioned most re- 
peaters already transmit a courte- 
sy tone. Just like there is no need 
to transmit “over’at the end of a 
transmission on a repeater as 
that is already being handled by 
the repeater courtesy tone and 
anything else is repetitive. . 


These portable radio courtesy 
tones may serve a purpose using 
them on simplex to some though 


especially with weak transmis- 
sions to ensure a user is done 
transmitting. 


You will notice these radio cour- 
tesy tones do not exist on the 
major manufactured amateur 
portables and not at all on mo- 
biles or base stations. If you are 
using a commercial portable or 
mobile equipped with ANI that is 
another situation as that radio is 
actually transmitting an encoded 
radio ID. The foreign amateur 
portables are simply transmitting 
a non identifying tone. 


Courtesy or tail tones of repeat- 
ers themselves are different and 
they can serve many functions 
and meanings. The first being an 
end of transmission indicator for 
each user transmission. This indi- 
cates to another user that the first 
user’s transmission is complete 
and for any other user to proceed 
with their own transmission. Sec- 
ond it acts like a reset indicator 
for the repeater’s controller if a 
time out timer is enabled which 
was typically required for all re- 
peaters per FCC rules for three 
minutes. Third it could indicate a 
special mode of the repeater 
such as on battery power, weath- 
er or net operation etc 


| mention these items above for 
education and as a reminder. 
These days we have a lot of new 
amateurs that never took a class, 
never picked up a book or re- 
viewed a website. And if they did 
these topics were missed. Most 
weren't paired with an “Elmer” to 
learn from them. It is not a bash 
towards anyone in particular just 
advise. | would encourage any- 
one to come to a club meeting or 
ask on a net somewhere for 
questions or help. 


lie 
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8/6/24 
(Tuesday) 


ACARTS Com- MS Teams 


mittee Meeting 


ACARTS Board 
Meeting 


Cross Joint Com- 


MS Teams 
mittee Meeting i 


Online 


Cross & MS 


ACARTS By-Laws/ 
Constitution/Policies 
Committee Meeting 


Monthly Board Meeting 


oint meeting between 
ACARTS & Red Cross 


ACARTS & Red Cross 


Monthly General Meeting 


| won't go into detail, but in the past months there 
has been a problem with intentional interfering 
station or stations over some of the Allen County 
repeaters. Not a new problem at all over the 
years, unfortunately it happens every so often. | 
was asked one day if the .88 Repeater was down 
on a certain day. It was not down because of 
problems with the repeater itself, but the repeater 
was intentionally disabled by a control operator 
because of local intentional interference by a us- 
er several times that day. To the point the trans- 
missions were illegal and not within the policies 
of operation of ACARTS. 


If you hear of intentional interference on a repeat- 


er, | urge you to listen on the input and note the 


signal strength, where you were located were you i 


monitoring with a portable, mobile etc. and, if 
possible the direction of the offending user. Any- 
one with a Yagi antenna could be of great help in 


narrowing down the offender’s location. Above all ; 


report the information to the system trustee or 
owners as soon as possible. Do not engage with 
the user as they are looking for a reaction, if they 
have no active audience the offender will usually 
become disenchanted and move on to other ac- 
tivities. 

ACARTS Board members will be again meeting 
with Red Cross representatives in August to dis- 
cuss opportunities to benefit both organizations 
as in the past. More information to come after 
that meeting. 


Thanks to Jim Bassett W9YME, ACARTS Board 
Member, as he has begun to activate a ACARTS 
Facebook Group and Page, all still in its infancy 

stages. We will be diving into this more soon. 


The next ACARTS General Meeting will be held 


on Tuesday August 20 at 7 PM at the Northeast 
Chapter of American Red Cross 1212 E. Califor- 
nia Rd. Fort Wayne, Indiana. All are welcome to 
attend as always. 


is; 


Dan WOWNY 


PLEASE PROGRAM ALL YOUR 
RADIOS TO TRANSMIT A 141.3 
HZ TONE ON THE INPUT 


FREQUENCY (146.280) FOR THE 
ACARTS 146.880 (-) REPEATER 
IN CASE OF LIMITED FUTURE 
NEED. 
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WHEN DID THE CQ WORLD WIDE DX 
CONTESTS START? 


The CQ World Wide DX Contests in October 
(phone) and November (CW) are very popular. 


ed. 


In the August 1948 issue of the CQ magazine, 
CQ’s World-Wide DX Contest was announced. 
October 29 to 31, 1948 was the weekend for 

phone contacts (mostly AM phone back then — 


lots of heterodynes). November 5 to 7, 1948 was |_ 


the weekend for CW contacts. The bands to be 
used were 3.5 MHz, 7 MHz, 14 MHz and 27-28 
MHz (the 11m and 10m bands — and we didn’t 
have 15m yet). 


There were only two categories for each mode — 
one-operator and more-than-one-operator. The 
exchange, points per contact and scoring were 
very similar to today’s rules. The one exception 
was that the points for a contact between two 
contestants on the same continent but in different 
countries was worth only 1 point (it is 2 points 
nowadays). Of course, the countries list was dif- 
ferent than nowadays. See the accompanying 
image for a sample log back in 1948. 


The June 1949 issue of CQ gave the results of 
their first contest. The world leader on phone was 
PY2AC, working 58 countries and 28 zones with 
a couple hundred contacts. The world leader on 
CW was GI6TK, working 66 countries and 31 
zones with over 800 contacts. 


Did the CQ’s World-Wide DX Contests just come 
out of the blue? Or was there a predecessor that 
went defunct? From November 1921 to February 
1947, there was a magazine called Radio. It was 
the successor to Pacific Radio News. In the Octo- 
ber 1939 issue, Radio announced Radio’s World- 
Wide DX Contest. It was held over the two week- 
ends of November 25 to 27, 1939 and December 
2 to 4, 1939. Either phone or CW (with one- 
operator or more-than-one-operator) was allowed 
for both weekends, but you had to declare which 
mode you were doing. Being two weekends (like 
the ARRL International DX contests of the time), 
it was a 96-hour contest. 


The bands were confined to 7 MHz, 14 MHz and 


Let's look at how the CQ WW DX Contests start- | "Ys" = 


BY CARL LUETZELSCHWAB K9LA 


28 MHz. The exchange was signal report and a 
sequential QSO number. Anybody could work 
anybody — unlike the ARRL International DX 
Contest of the time in which the world could only 
work W and VE. The point structure was 3 points 
for contestants on separate continents, 1 point for 
contestants on the same continent but in different 
countries and zero pints for contestants in the 
same country (but you get country and zone 
credit). The bottom line is the CQ World-Wide DX 
Contest picked up many of the rules from the Ra- 
dio World-Wide DX Contest. A big difference was 
changing the exchange to signal report and zone. 


The results for Radio’s first World-Wide DX Con- 
test in 1939 were not as great as expected. First, 
the contest was announced in Radio’s October 
1939 issue, and the contest weekends were only 
a month later. That’s not much lead time for prep- 
aration. Second, World War II was brewing in Eu- 
rope, and the lack of European entrants was very 
obvious. 


The CQ WW DX Contests are still going strong. | 
used them to work my way up the DXCC honor 
roll (along with the ARRL International DX Con- 
tests). But there’s still one question that | haven’t 
found a good answer for. Why were the Radio 
and CQ World-Wide DX Contests in the fall/ 
winter months and not in the summer months? 
Was it because they fit in better with other con- 
tests in the fall/winter? Or did the Radio and CQ 
organizers realize that the highest daytime MUFs 
in the northern hemisphere (where EU, JA and 
NA are) were in the fall/winter months? I’m still 
digging to answer this question. 
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SOLAR CYCLE 25 UPDATE 


By Carl Luetzelschwab K9LA 


Cycle 25 - Progress and Comparison to Past Cycles 


—— Cycle 21 ——Cycle 23 ——Cycle 24 == Cycle 25 (in progress) —— Cycle 19 
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Cycle 25 is generating many sunspots now, with the southern solar hemisphere leading the way. If 
that continues, it may push Cycle 25 up to an average cycle (like Cycle 23). Regardless of what hap- 
pens, the higher HF bands (15m, 12m and 10m) should be great for worldwide propagation this fall 
and winter. And maybe even some 6m openings via F2, too. These great conditions will likely contin- 
ue through 2025 


and 2026, when 
the amount of sun- ——northem hemisphere —southern hemisphere 


Monthly Mean Sunspot Numbers by Hemisphere (thru June 2024) 


spots falls below 140 
what is needed for 
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2024 FINDLAY 

RADIO CLUB: 4 

HAMFEST Eo 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 


Hancock County Fairgrounds 
1017 E. Sandusky St., Findlay, OH 45840 


General Admission STILL JUST $10 
$20 Vendor Table ($15 each additional table) 
Each Flea Market Space $10 


225 Overnight Fee Vendor Set-up — 6:00am 
Doors open at 8:00am 


For Ticket Sales: 
https://buytickets.at/findlayradioclub/1 195722 


ANIHS YO NIVY 
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Contact Us: 

Talk In:147.15+ (PL 88.5) 
444.15+ (PL 88.5) 

Phone:419-423-3402 

Email: 


hamfest @findlayradioclub.org 


MAIN STREET 


BRIGHT RD. (95) 


SANDUSKY | HAMFEST 
y ENTRANCE 
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y 
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July 


July 14" was not only a French holiday 
(Bastille Day), but was also the Fort 
Wayne Radio Club’s July 2024 Fox Hunt. 
Maybe we should have made it the Three 
Rivers Festival Fox Hunt, but it was a little 
late to coat tail it with the festival, but re- 
gardless, we went ahead with the Hunt. 
Participation was rather light, as KCQ9MUT, 
Charles, had a work assignment and 
WB9RUS & WBOSSE were not available, 
so the Fox, Jim, KQOMA, and the lone 
team of WLAN, W9SAN, Daughter Court- 


ney and grandson Wyatt were ready to go. 


The start was delayed 10 minutes as Jim 
had to do setup all by himself, so at 1:40 
pm EDT, the hunt got underway! Signals 
at the start were good, and the team start- 
ed out towards the north west part of Fort 
Wayne. Weather was overcast but thank- 
fully it was not stinking hot as the previous 
weeks had been! 


All transmissions were good and strong, 
so the team continued on making good 
bearings and all the while they were get- 
ting stronger as we closed in around the 
Franke Park area. When the team real- 
ized that the fox was northwest of Franke, 
we hit a snag when the intersection of IN- 


930 and Goshen Road was blocked by a 
nasty wreck. In trying to get around this 
our team was unknowingly passing right 
past the fox hiding spot. This slowed us 
down by about 15 minutes, but eventually 
we made a really big circle and ended up 
at old Fort Meyers at US-33 and Washing- 
ton Center Road. Then the micro fox could 
be heard! 


Coming around the back side of Old Fort 
Meyers, we spotted Jim’s mini van and 
the hunt for the micro fox was on! After 
several minutes, Steve, W9SAN, kicked 
over a brick near the chain link fence, and 
there it was, hiding underneath! 


The next fox hunt will be Sunday, August 
4"" Come on out and join us for some fun 
on a Sunday afternoon and learn a thing 
or two about radio direction finding! We 
always have a blast! 


73, Steve, W9ISAN 


— 
2024 
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THE RETURN OF AMATEUR RADIO 


10 PFW: PART 3 


Hello my fellow radio bugs and welcome to the last 
true month of summer — August. It is hard to believe 
that summer is almost past. With the end of summer 
comes fall colors, cooler temps, and the return of an- 
other semester at PFW for your author. However, 
what also comes with the end of summer is hopefully 
the reincarnation of the new amateur radio station at 
PFW. In this month’s article, we will giving a quick up- 
date on the status of the new PFW amateur radio sta- 
tion. 


1. All of the necessary antennas needed for the sta- 
tion have arrived and have been assembled by 
yours truly. These antennas include the M2 Satel- 
lite antenna pack, consisting of two, “egg beater” 
style antennas (one for 2 meters and one for 70 
centimeters). This antenna system was purchased 
from DX Engineering and it will work quite well for 
the first operational goal of the PFW amateur ra- 
dio station — satellite communications. Additional- 
ly, thanks to the generous donation by MFJ Enter- 
prises, a new, dual-band yagi for 2/70 will also 
(hopefully) be installed. Plans for this particular 
antenna could include a variety of functions, so 
stay tuned for more information. 


2. The lcom IC-9700 sdr radio has been unboxed 
and is ready to go in the radio room. This radio 
has been paired with a Mirage, 100-watt 2m am- 
plifier (including a built-in preamp!) and will be 
powered by an Ameritron power supply. All three 
items have been donated to the station, and our 
thanks to all of the kind folks who supplied these 
items! Also thanks to a generous donation, all 
necessary patch cables to connect the different 
equipment items are also ready to go once final 
assembly is completed. 


3. The location for the station at PFW has been iden- 
tified and prepared for the final installation. A nice 
large, wooden desk will serve as the operating 
position. The IC-9700 and amplifier are currently 


sitting on the desk as | type this article. A station 
computer is already installed in the room. Assum- 
ing everything is functional, that computer will al- 
low for easy access to operating digital modes 
and logging applications for the new station. 


4. Ascouting expedition has been made to identify 
the best placement for the antennas on the roof of 
the engineering building. That expedition was suc- 
cessful in identifying a promising location towards 
the center of the roof. A potential installation plan 
is in the works. 


5. At this point in the process, there are some ad- 
ministrative and installation decisions that must be 
made by a variety of folks at the university (e.g., 
above your author’s paygrade hi hi). It was 
learned this week that the final installation pro- 
cess/cost could take us well into the coming se- 
mester (or beyond if circumstances prove unfavor- 
able). However, the station is fast becoming a re- 
ality, and | have great confidence that this station 
will at least be functional in the coming months. 


There you have it! We are getting extraordinarily close 
to our goal of a fully operational amateur radio station. 
There have been some unexpected and costly chal- 
lenges that have arisen as we have gone through this 
process, and although these challenges will be ad- 
dressed, it is hard to predict exactly when a decision 
will be made. At this point, | can only wait and see 
until the green light is given from the supervising au- 
thorities of the university. As soon as any additional 
forward progress is made, you can be sure that an 
update will appear in another Tuning Up column. Am- 
ateur radio is coming back to PFW! 


73 and good de de Jin ACIEL 


Allen County HamNews — August 2024 — Page 18 


SKCC at Auburn, Indiana Hamfest 


SKCC continues its visibility in Indiana with its presence at the Auburn, Indiana hamfest in 
July. The venue, the world famous Auburn Cord Duesenberg Museum added a touch of class to 
the hamfest! The booth was set up under the leadership of Ed-WA9BBN with assistance from 
Rose-KASGKE, Jim-KD9GDY, Josh-W9HT, and Ken-N8KR. With nearly 30 SKCC members 
present, the table displayed several keys and bugs with oscillators for demonstration. 
Informational cards were given to those visiting the booth where they could also view the 
SKCC website and its contents displayed on the computer at the table. The SKCC banners are 
now completely free standing with the new support system crafted by Ed! Next stop is the 
Elkhart, Indiana hamfest (Central Division ARRL Convention) in August and the Fort Wayne 
Hamfest in November. The Indiana SKCCers are busy! 


www.skccgroup.com/ WG9K 3 
Local ent. Banubook 202s pd For the Two Hour Straight Key 
S LK CC Operating activities during the Sprint (SKS) on Tuesday evening, 
oh Y CG month follow. July 23, 8-10 PM local, the follow- 
Straight Key Century Club ici 
“N nae For the Weekend Sprintathon Hae shee participated. 
ews (WES) on July 13-14, the following Cont Is SOW: 


local operators participated. The N8KR 56 AC9XS 16 


QSO count is shown. KROU 22. W9GOO 14 
KOFW 309 WBOTYJ 29 


June 2024 AC9XS 57 KAQGKE 14 


NOTE: Check out the recently pub- WA9QBBN 44 W9GOO 13 
lished and downloadable SKCC 
Handbook 2024 at https: // NeKieo: = NORGLY 
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At the Auburn Hamfest on Saturday, July 20, there 
were 30 SKCC members that signed in on the roster 
at the SKCC table. QTHs represented were Beloit, 
WI, Fort Wayne, New Castle, Garrett, New Haven, 
Grabill, Auburn, LaGrange, Woodburn Churubusco, 
Huntington, and Defiance, OH. 


| hope to catch you on the air during August! 


73, 


fd, WA9BBN 


The Auburn Hamfest SKCC Group 


Standing: Don-WB9TYJ, Ed-WA9BBN, Rose-KA9GKE, John-WG9K, Parker, Steve- 
AC9XS, Larry-KB9OS, Terry-K9FMX, Bob-W8ST, Kurt-KC9Z, Bert-K8HLQ, Bob- 
N9PWM, Tom-KU8T 


Middle: John-W9WM, Steve-W9SAN, Bruce-N9DGL, Jim-KR9U, Jim-KD9GDY, John- 
W9GOO 


Sitting: Jeff-KB9QG, Dave-AA9H, Ken-N8KR, Josh-W9HT, Jim-AC9EZ 
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FORT WAYNE RADIO 
CLUB MEETING 
MINUTES 


12 July 2024 


The July meeting of the Ft. Wayne 
Radio Club was held on July 12th, 
2024. It occurred at the Good 
Shepherd United Methodist Church 
starting at 6:30 pm. It was hosted 
by club Vice President Meghan 
Warrix, KD9ODP and there were 
about 30 attendees. 


Meghan led everyone in the Pledge 
of Allegiance and invited all present 
to introduce themselves with their 
name and call-sign. 


Bob Streeter, W8ST, provided the 
Treasurer's report dated 12 July, 
2024 as follow: 


Checking: $2,034.43 
Savings: $10,503.02 
Vanguard: $17,913.56 


Year-to-date income: $2,256.37 
Year-to-date expenses: $2,176.98 
Members: 131 


Al Burke, WB9SSE provided a re- 
peater status report as follows: 


All of our repeaters are operating 
normally with the exception of the 
146.91 machine. One of its two sat- 
ellite receivers is down (the receiv- 
er located at KR9U’s QTH). It ap- 
pears the SD card the receiver us- 
es for its computer operating sys- 
tem memory is contaminated and 
needs to be replaced. Al Burke 
has ordered several SD cards for 
replacement and as spares; Paul 
Prestia, KA3OPZ will load program 
into one of the new SD cards and 
install it into the receiver. 


Paul noticed that the audio from 
the 146.91 Satellite receiver locat- 
ed at Parrott Rd. exhibits occasion- 
al distortion and thinks it is due to 
packet drop-outs in the internet link 
currently being provided by WLDE. 
Since we may not be able to re- 
solve that situation we are going to 
see if we can re-establish the 900 
MHz data link we used to employ 


between the Parrott Rd. site and 
Phil Hopper‘s QTH that provided 
our internet connectivity, with a 900 
MHz link between Parrot Rd. and 
Charles Ward, KCOMUT’s QTH to 
provide the internet connectivity. 


Ken Rogner, N8KR noted that a 
SKCC Sprintathon would occur on 
July 13" from 12:00 UTC through 
23:59 UTC July 14". Folks inter- 
ested in CW operating are encour- 
aged to participate 


Ken and Josh Long, W9HT noted 
that the upcoming Auburn Hamfest, 
and later the Elkhart Hamfest pro- 
vide opportunities for the FWRC to 
sell its two FT-1000MP transceiv- 
ers and perhaps replace them with 
several Icom IC-7300’s for use at 
club sponsored operating events 
such as Field Day. They will pro- 
ceed with this plan and report on 
the results in the future. 

They also noted that a cw send 


and receive program, CWTY-CW 
Decoder is available as free-ware 
(see: http:// 


www.hotamateurprograms.com/). 
It would prove to be a useful tool 


for those wishing to get into operat- 
ing CW, or for those wishing to im- 
prove their CW speed. Josh also 
noted that an amateur license test- 
ing session will be conducted from 
10:00 am until noon on Saturday, 


July 27" at Indiana Tech. Contact 
Josh if interested. 


Charles Ward reported on our Field 
Day exploits. It was HOT and he 
thinks that’s what caused people to 
stay away. We noticed that partici- 
pation, and particularly set-up/tear- 
down help was meager. As a result 
we did not put up any towers for 
antenna supports. We made due 
with the structures on site. We op- 
erated five stations, basically 40 
and 20 phone and CW plus a6 
meter station. Charles submitted a 
claimed score of 1834 total points, 
not too bad considering the operat- 
ing manpower we had, and band 
conditions through-out the week- 
end. The new dipoles that were 
constructed during the June club 
meeting seemed to work well alt- 
hough a little bit of tweaking 
(length) was required to put several 
of them on frequency. The Satur- 
day evening banquet went well, 
and the addition of pulled pork 
sandwiches to the menu was much 
appreciated (along with the deviled 
eggs and meatballs, of course). 


A question was raised regarding 
the continued use of the Old Fort 
as our Field Day venue. It hasn’t 
seemed to produce significant civil- 
ian traffic that could be exposed to 
the hobby. Perhaps an alternate 
location might do better if we can 
find one. 


Meghan reminded everyone that 
the August club meeting will be our 
Tailgate Hamfest at the PFW Park- 
ing Garage #83. It will occur on Fri- 
day, August 9". Bring your treas- 
ures for sale or trade with other 
folks stuff. 


The meeting concluded around 
7:15 pm., followed by a swap table 
and conversation. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Ab Burke, WEISSE 


Secretary, FWRC 
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ACARTS General Meeting Tuesday, June 18, 2024 
American Red Cross building 7:05pm — 8:30pm 
1212 E. California Rd., Fort Wayne, IN Meeting also streamed online via MS Teams 
Attendance: 


President: Dan Dahms (N9WNH) 

Absent: Vice President: Chris McCullough (W9TSB) 

Secretary: Stuart Hall (KD9LFW) 

Online: Treasurer: Kevin Hecksher (W9KMH) 

Online: Station Manager: James (Jim) Sampiere (KD9NPL) 
Fundraising Manager (Hamfest Manager): Fred Gengnagel (KC9EZP) 
Online: Board Member: Howard Pletcher (N9ADS) 

Absent: Board Member: Steve Shannon (K9SKS) 

Absent: Board Member: James (Jim) Bassett (W9Y ME) 

Members: 10 (7 in person, 3 online via MS Teams) 


Treasurer Kevin Hecksher (W9KMH) 

Kevin Hecksher (W9KMH) provided a report on current activity and balances for the club’s financial accounts. (Exact 
numbers are available to all members upon request to the Treasurer and on Ham Club Online.) He noted that spending is well 
below budget. 

PNC Bank has started charging a monthly service fee of $15, calling it an “Account Maintenance Fee”. President Dan Dahms 
will talk with the bank. 


Video recording of the meeting was started at this time. 
President Dan Dahms (N9WNH) opened the meeting, having everyone introduce themselves. 


Secretary Stuart Hall (KD9LFW) 

Secretary Stuart Hall (KD9LFW) reviewed the minutes from the General Meeting of May 21, 2024. 

Motion: To accept minutes as read. Made by John Lazaro (KD9NIV), seconded by Dan Dahms (N9WNH). Passed by a 
unanimous voice vote. 


Kevin Hechsher (W9KMH) notes that a Raspberry Pi SBC may be needed to access the 880MHz repeater. Ed Scott (K9EJS) 
has joined the club as a new member. 


Fred Gengnagel (KC9EZP) has finalized the Hamfest flier and will send it out for comments. He continues to work on 
documents for the Hamfest. Carl is stepping down as Forums Manager to assist more at the ARRL table. He is willing to 
work alongside the new Forums Manager. Fred notes he is writing up job descriptions for positions at the Hamfest as the 
previous descriptions need to be updated. 


Dan Dahms (N9WNH) talked with Howard Pletcher (N9ADS) about finding a replacement for Table Manager. Though Steve 
(K9SKS) has been assisting Howard in previous Hamfests, Dan notes the need to also have a backup for that position. 


Dan Dahms (N9WNH) noted that he and Jim Sampiere (KD9NPL) will have to schedule a time to pick up some ACARTS’ 
equipment stored at Howard’s home. 


Jim Sampiere (KDONPL) noted that they have tested all the power supplies and they are working. 


Dan Dahms (N9WNH) discussed the three club power supplies he had brought to the meeting. There are a total of five power 
supplies available for purchase from the club. 


Dan noted that he received two Samlex 1235 power supplies. These are 30-amp supplies able to run a 50-watt VHF radio 
and a 100-watt HF radio. This provides a supply for the digirepeater and for the club’s HF station. The goal is to have another 
HF station and a spare power supply. One goal is to have an HF station at the Red Cross building or one available if we are 
running a club event. The Yaesu FT-2980 was purchased for . 
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Constitution and By-Laws Revision Committee 

Stuart Hall (KD9LFW) read through the Draft of the Constitution and By-Laws. He noted the tentative schedule at this time 
is to have a discussion and finalization of the text at the club’s July 16" General Meeting. Then a final vote on acceptance of 
the new document will take place at the club’s August General Meeting. For now, the draft is available to all club members 
on Ham Club Online or via e-mail request to Stuart. 


President Dan Dahms (N9WNH) noted that the next General Meeting on July 16th will host the Mizpah Shrine Radio Unit 
(W9FEZ), as part of the series of bringing in other local amateur radio clubs to build connections. 


Dan noted that nothing has yet been heard from the Red Cross about ACARTS meeting with their Board. This office has 17 
counties they oversee but no communication plans other than cell phones. 


Motion to adjourn at 8:30pm made by Stuart Hall (KD9LFW) seconded by Fred Gengnagel (KC9EZP). Passed by a voice 
vote. 


Next meeting(s): 

Constitution & By-Laws Revision Committee meeting, Tuesday, June 4, 7pm, online via Microsoft Teams 

Board Meeting: Tuesday, June 11, 7pm, online via Microsoft Teams 

General Meeting: Tuesday. June 18, 7pm, American Red Cross 1212 E. California Rd., Fort Wayne, IN. Also online via 
Microsoft Teams. Recordings of meeting video will be posted on Ham Club Online, ACARTS YouTube channel, and the 
ACARTS Facebook page. 


This space 
intentionally 


left blank 
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ACARTS Board Meeting (online via Microsoft Teams) Tuesday, June 11, 2024 
7:10pm — 8:17pm 


Attendance (7): 

Absent: President: Dan Dahms (N9WNH) 

Vice President: Chris McCullough (W9TSB) 

Secretary: Stuart Hall (KD9LFW) 

Treasurer: Kevin Hecksher (W9KMH) 

Station Manager: James (Jim) Sampiere (KD9NPL) 

Fundraising Manager (Hamfest Manager): Fred Gengnagel (KC9EZP) 
Board Member: Howard Pletcher (N9ADS) 

Absent: Board Member: Steve Shannon (K9SKS) 

Board Member: James (Jim) Bassett (W9YME) 


Vice President Chris McCullough (W9TSB) chaired the meeting during the absence of President Dan Dahms (N9WNH) 


Secretary Stuart Hall (KD9LFW) reviewed minutes for the Board Meeting of May 14. 
Motion to accept minutes made Chris McCullough (W9TSB), seconded by Jim Sampiere (KD9NPL). Passed by 
unanimous voice vote. 


Chris McCullough (W9TSB) noted that they tested the VPN online on May 28 and everything worked well. There was 
discussion on how to connect the controllers for the repeaters as needed. 


Chris McCullough (W9TSB) asked Jim Bassett (W9YME) for help setting up the ACARTS Facebook page as Chris is so 
busy with work. Jim was open to this once his volunteer work with the Boy Scouts is finished up next month. 


Hamfest Manager Fred Gengnagel (KC9EZP) is continuing to finish up the flyer for the Fort Wayne Hamfest. He notes 
needing help with setting up forums for the Hamfest as the coordinator in previous years, Carl Luetzelschwab (K9LA), is 
focused this year on helping with the ARRL table. Fred may talk with Carl about his ideas or theme for this year. Chris 
McCullough (W9TSB) noted the increased interest in digital modes such as FT-8. 


Station Manager Jim Sampiere (KD9NPL) noted no changes. He and Dan Dahms (N9WNH) did go out to the 
146.880MHz repeater site on Sunday for minor maintenance work. All the power supplies have been successfully tested 
with the exception of the GE Master2 power supplies and the Astron LS-35 that is currently being used. 


Jim Bassett (W9YME) notes a need to settle on one logo for the club, maybe at the next General Meeting. He has finished 
getting quotes. He will ask vendors if can provide the club a vector map of the logo for the club to use in the future. Chris 
McCullough (W9TSB) has not been able to trace the current logo because the image is in such low resolution. 


Stuart Hall (KD9LFW) reviewed the draft of the Constitution and By-Laws. The Board agreed that the draft should be 
posted on Ham Club Online. Stuart will discuss with Dan Dahms (N9WNH) whether he is okay with presenting the draft 
formally at the next General Meeting. 

Motion: “Post the draft on HCO for review by club members.” Made by Chris McCullough (W9TSB). Seconded Kevin 
Hecksher (W9KMH). Passed by unanimous vote. 


Treasurer Kevin Hecksher (W9KMH) noted the need to clarify a $15 service fee from PNC Bank. He noted he also paid 
the annual fee for the P.O. Box. 


Chris McCullough (W9TSB) asked Kevin Hecksher (W9KMH) if the club has received any more paper logs from the FM 
Simplex contest and Kevin noted that none have been received. Chris is finalizing the numbers on the contest. 


Jim Sampiere (KD9NPL) noted receiving a $7 reimbursement check from the club and notes he will destroy the check and 
consider it a donation. 


Kevin Hecksher (W9KMH) noted he has converted ARRL membership application form to an online fillable form and 
posted it on HCO file section. 


Kevin Hecksher (W9KMH) notes that the ACARTS membership form he developed is only the first page. He will make 


changes to membership categories in accordance with the constitution and rework the membership fee calculation page. 
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Motion to adjourn at 8:17pm made by Chris McCullough (W9TSB), seconded by Stuart Hall (KD9LFW). Passed by an 


unanimous voice vote. 


Upcoming Meetings: 


General Meeting: Tuesday, June 18, 7pm, American Red Cross 1212 E. California Rd., Fort Wayne, IN. Also online via 


Microsoft Teams. Recordings of meeting video will be posted on Ham Club Online, ACARTS YouTube channel, and 
the ACARTS Facebook page. 


This section of 
the Allen County 
HamNews Is 
available for local 
hams to list any 
ham radio 
related gear for 
sale or to place 
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Listings are 
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GENERAL CODE 


FCC Element 1b Code 


aie tenna Tuner $700. Includes 
Power cables, Mic, manu- 


ight On Tay 
lass C,W. Exams 
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| ease i als & boxes. Like new con- 
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ut dition. 


13 wpm n Morse code f prac- | For these items, contact Mike, 
tice casettes. $10. For this 


item, contact Al, KOFW at KB9OZI at kb90z! (at) hot- 
k9fw (at) frontier.com. mail.com. 


4 Icom SP-41 external speaker that has DX Engi- 
neering audio enhancement kit for clear audio. 
$200.00 in excellent condition. 


~ Kenwood SP-120 external speaker 
~ that has DX Engineering audio en- 

hancement kit for clear audio. $125.00 in excellent , 
condition. g 


Cushcraft D-3 rotatable dipole. $275.00 in good condition 


For these items, please contact Ken WD9HIY at 260-710-0617 
or ksbuinowski (at) juno.com 
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52"4 FORT WAYNE HAMFEST 
& Computer Expo 


Sponsored by Allen County Amateur Radio Technical Society 


Carl Luetzelschwab KSLA 


ARRL Central Division Director 


Brent Walls N9BA 


ARRL Central Division Vice Director 


Bob Burns AKOR 
ARRL Indiana Section Manager 


Mike Alley W9MSK 


ARRL Indiana Section Emergency 
Coordinator 


Ham Radio License Testing All Classes ($14) 
9 AM till 12 PM Saturday 


WAS & DXCC Card Checking and CQ 
Awards 


Youth Lounge (under 12 accompanied by adult) 


New & Used Ham Equipment Dealers Allen County 
Main & Hourly Door Prizes War Memorial Coliseum 
2 Rooms of Special Interest Forums All Day 4000 Parnell Ave 
Saturday Fort Wayne, IN 
Talk-in Radio Frequency 146.880 (-) PL 141.3 73,000 sq. ft. all indoors 
Tables: $30 Regular, $50 Premium, $35 Electricity (Coliseum Parking $8 per 


Drive Directly to Your Table for Setup vehicle) 
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Area Nets (updated as of 781/24 
[Daily _| [Tuesday _| 


Section CW net 
8:30 AM 3.912 Daily Indiana Traf- | 8:00 PM 50.580 FWRC 6-Meter SSB Net 
rar_fsoe |S a foo freeones ——— 
fic Net 


6:30 PM 146.880- | IMO (alternate is Wednesday 
BR aiid Da Da De a 
ter Net 
8:00 PM 3.535 Daily (QIN) Indiana | 8:00 PM 145.270- Whitley Co. ARES (141.3 PL) 
| Ss 


9:00 AM 3.820 Little Red Barn Net 
(NewsLine on Fri- 


| Sunday | | Thursday | 


8:00 PM 444.550+ | Whitley Co. ARC 8:00 PM D-STAR Indiana D-STAR net (Note 3) 
il 
(141.3 PL) 
8:30 PM 146.910- | “No-Name” Net 8:00 PM 50.580 AM 6-Meter AM Net 
also on EchoLink 
Node number 
519521 
9:00 PM 145. 53 Northeast Indiana 8:30 PM 145. 510 Allen County ARES Digital Operations 
eet Packet Net 1200 a Team Training Net (Note 4) 
baud (Note 2) 


| Monday | | Saturday | 
8:00 PM 224.780- | Fort Wayne 224 8:00 PM 146.685- Huntington ARES(141.3 PL) 
Net 


1. All times local time. Any changes or corrections should be submitted to the newsletter editor at drjoshlong (at) gmail.com. 


2. NEIPN is direct accessible via any BPQ Chat Node (or through Node hopping etc.) via other packet frequencies in this area and 
other areas through other nodes (it is locally direct accessible on 145.53 in NC & NE Indiana/NW Ohio and SE Michigan using 
KA9LCF-11, KCOVYU-11, N9LCF-11, N9PXO-11, K9BIF-11) Most BPQ Nodes use an SSID of -11. 


3. Reflector REFO24B. 


4. Net starts using BPSK-31 and switches to BPSK-250 after roll call to pass traffic etc. NBEMS suite of software (FLDIGI, FLMSG, 
and FLAMP) is preferred. 


5. Indiana HF Traffic Nets Web Site: http:/Awww.inarrl.org/index.php/public-service/indiana-nts 


Area Repeaters updated as of 8/1/24 


Notes 


442. | 442.6375 | MDR CC1 NOMTF 


145.330 -0.6 MHz | 141.3 | W9FEZ ae 99375 - Star W9OTE- | W9TE 
146. | 1468800060 fee ae | 6 MHz i a [ae 100 SVR CC1 K9IMMQ 


i 255 +0.6 MHz Fos] fron — W9INX ca 275 P25 NAC # K9IMMQ 
293 

146.760 -0.6 MHz | 141.3 | W9TE 444.250 

146.910 -0.6 MHz ial WOTE : 
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FWRC Membership Application 


Name: Call Sign: 
License Class: 

Street address: City: 
State: ZIP: P Phone #:( ) 

* Email address: 


* (@arrl.net domain is unreliable. Please use an alternate email address if you have one). 
ARRL Member? (ARRL membership helps the club maintain ARRL affiliation) 
May we list your name, call & email address in our membership roster & on our club web site? Yes or No 


Fort Wayne Radio Club dues: 
Regular membership $25.00 / year 


Family membership‘ $35.00 / year 
Student membership? $5.00 / year 
Associate membership* $20.00 / year 
(Memberships for July-December are % the stated amounts) 


Please attach a check to this form (paying by check is strongly encouraged) made out to: 
Fort Wayne Radio Club (check number ) and bring to a club meeting or mail to: 
Fort Wayne Radio Club 

P.O. Box 15127 

Fort Wayne, IN 46885-5127 


1: Please list all names and calls on an attached sheet. 
2: K-12 or full time student. 
3: Unlicensed member. 


ACARTS Membership Application 


Name: Call Sign: 
License Class: 

Street address: City: 

State: ZIP: : Phone #:( ) 

Email address: ARRL Member? 

(ARRL membership helps the club maintain ARRL affiliation) 

May we list your name, call & email address in our membership roster & on our club web site? Yes or No 


ACARTS dues: 

Regular membership $12.00 / year 
Additional family members" $6.00 / year 
Student membership? $6.00 / year 
Associate membership® $6.00 / year 
(New regular memberships are $1.00/month) 


Please attach a check to this form (paying by check is strongly encouraged) made out to: 

Allen County Amateur Radio Technical Society (check number ) and bring to a club meeting or mail to: 
A.C.A.R.T.S. 

P.O. Box 10342 

Fort Wayne, IN 


1: Please list all names and calls on an attached sheet. 
2: K-12 or full time student. 
3: Unlicensed member. 


